
L

I’m Lisa 
and today I’m 

going on a trip
Love it!!! 
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Factory.
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Lisa, a curious and 
mischievous little girl. Is 
about to do something you 
should never do...

What’s 
behind 
here?

NOOO!!!

RIS

RIS

RIS

Never 
touch the 
tapestries!!
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Never touch 
anything in a 

museum!!

A tapestry 
resembles a painting 

woven with wool, silk, silver, 
linen, cotton... Don't worry, 
Lisa. You’ll make many friends 

who will help you.

Huh?
Where 
am I?

Lisa. I am Philip V. 
You’ve arrived in the 
tapestry world after 

touching the tapestry. To 
return home, you must 

unlock the secret of 
the tapestry.

Tapestry?
What’s that? How 
will I find out the 

secret? Oh, my 
Lord!  What mess 

have I got myself 
into?
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When 
I set up the 

Royal Factory, 
I brought Mr. 

Vandergoten over, the 
master weaver from 

Antwerp. 

Over 300 
years ago, 
King Philip V, 
who ruled 
the Kingdom 
of Spain, set 
up the Royal 
Tapestry 
Factory.

I am a
master weaver. 

An expert in weaving 
tapestries. And I arrived 
in madrid with my wife 

and six kids, who 
are all weavers 

as well.

Tapestry weaving was 
traditionally a family 
trade, passed down 
from parents to their 
children.

What is 
a master 
weaver?

real fábrica 
de tapices

4



Oh, 
of course! 

There was no 
such thing as 

central heating 
back then!

and 
the coats 

of arms on our 
balconies and 
on the outside 
of buildings.

They also used to 
weave rugs and make 

coats of arms. We put 
the tapestries on the 
walls, the carpets on 

the floors... 

In the 
olden days, to 

decorate and keep 
the rooms of our 
castles and palaces 

warm, we used to have 
tapestries made. Having 

a tapestry was a 
sign of wealth 

and power.

The Royal 
Factory was 
established in 1721. 
To start with, it was 
at the old Santa 
Barbara Gate. One 
of the city's gates. 
As Madrid grew, so   
 did its location.  
  The Factory 
 was moved 
to where it is 
nowadays.

Could 
that be the 

secret?
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Lisa first 
meets a 
character 
from a 
tapestry - 
Don 
Quixote
himself! 
A very old 
and funny 
man...

Are you 
the one who 

is going to help 
me to discover 
the secrets so 
that I can go 

home?

Lisa, Lisa... 
You've done 

something naughty, 
eh? Well, I have 
also done a lot 

of naughty 
things...

Yes. Did 
you know that a 

painter first made a 
drawing of me and all 
these characters so 

that I could be 
woven into this 

tapestry?

Ah! 
Do you mean 

a sample drawing 
that is then used 

to make the 
woven image?

That’s it, 
clever girl!  This 
drawing is known 
as a cartoon.
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Don Quixote is going to reveal 
something important to Lisa...

The Royal 
Factory still 
makes 
tapestries for 
theatres, 
hotels, private 
residences, 
and town 
halls. They 
also restore 
and clean 
them. 

My sweet, Lisa! 
Some very famous 

painters have made cartoons 
for some famous works of 

tapestry: Procaccini, Bayeu, 
Maella, goya, Pérez 

Villalta and 
many more...

They're 
one of a kind. Here, 
you have a great 

secret! This Factory is 
home to one of 

the most important 
collections in the 

world. 

WOW! 
I have my 

first 
secret!

L

huh?

lisaaa!!!
lisaaa!!!
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Some kids 
from Goya’s 
tapestry 
are looking 
for Lisa 
everywhere...

Come on, 
quickly! We're 

the kids that play 
giants. It's an old 

game in which you get 
on each other's 

shoulders.

Red sheep? 
Because your 
jacket is red...

Now, pay attention 
for the second secret: 
Do you know what they 
kept secret at the Royal 

Factory?

They kept 
the formulas for 
making the dye the 
colours they wanted, 
because to get bright 
colours that didn't 

fade, it was very 
difficult.

No, Lisa. 
The weavers first 

must dye the thread the 
colour they want it to 
be. Cochineal is used 

to make the red.

Ahh, 
that’s so 

cool!
Yes, have a go! 

My tapestries are made 
of wool from merino 

sheep and silk from worms 
and other plants 
(linen, cotton...).

Cochineal?
Yes, a little bug 

that comes from Mexico 
and lives in prickly 

pear cacti.

Royals and nobility 
were the only ones 
allowed to dress in 
bright colours. The 
lower-class people 
had to wear dark 
colours. They used to 
use plants, insects, and 
molluscs to make the 
dye. Now, synthetic 
dyes have become 
more ecological.
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But Lisa can't help 
herself and starts 
to touch things...

Lisa finds a strange 
nick-nack and a 
little boy...

What’s this? 
What could 

it be?

gulp!

Needles?

Careful, 
Lisa! Don't touch 

anything, you’ll make 
a right pickle of 

things...

This is a 
spinning wheel

to load up the 
needles.

Yes. They're the 
weaver’s “paintbrush”. 

They’re specialinstruments 
made in wood for 

weaving the 
tapestry.

WALLO
P!CRASH! 

BANG!

What a mess!
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A 
"pelele" 
(straw 
doll)?

A "pelele" 
(wimp) is 

also called 
a fop. He's a 
ridiculous 
character.

Lisa has messed it up and she’s 
going to look for help... Lisa, you 

look like me! You 
look like a "pelele" 

(straw doll)!

Go to those who 
play the ladle and let them 

slide you with their 
magic ladle.

Such fun! But I am 
so caught up, I cannot 

play with you.

Yeah, 
like a rag doll. 

We use them for carnivals.
t It represents a man who 
is ostentatious and highly 

stylish, which is why we 
blanket toss it.
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tap!
yeah!

Lisa reaches out to those who 
are playing Marco Polo.

Hello, but 
you're playing blind 

man's buffalo! 

Thanks! You're 
so kind!

Yes, but it’s also 
called Marco Polo. 

Here, you have the 
third secret!

Wow! Great! And 
I have been informed 

that your enchanted spoon 
can help me out of a 
difficult situation.

Yes, they call 
us kind, it's the new 
fashion. We dress 

smartly like everyone 
else and enjoy having 

a good time. 
Ha, ha, ha!
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Eh, Lisa. Do 
you know how a 
tapestry is made?

We warp 
vertically and 

weft horizontally.

Tapestries 
are woven on 

looms with warp 
beams.

Umm! I 
don’t 
know...

Ah! 
Warping...

...And 
wefting.

lisaaa!!!
lisaaa!!!
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Lisa goes to see who’s 
calling her and she sees 
men on stilts...

Hello, 
handsome 
chaps! How 
tall you 

are!

You 
only have 

to look, and 
you will 
know!

What 
do you want? 
Why are you 
shouting so 

much?

Yes, 
why do you 
have them? 

We use them for 
parties and to wooing 
that pretty girl in the 

window.

Hello, Lisa. 
Have you seen our 

stilts? 

The looms 
at the Royal Factory are 
tall and use high-warp 

technology.

And do you 
know how tapestries 

are made?
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Lisa goes to the 
loom and has a look...

Warp: 
The vertical 
threads on a 

loom.

Weft: 
The horizontal 
threads woven 

over and under a 
warp thread to 

create the 
design.

NEEDLE: The weaver’s 
paintbrush. Special 
instruments where 
threads are wound.

Scissors:
To cut the threads 
of the tapestry.

Graphite: It’s the pencil 
mine. The weaver puts a 

mark on warp thread with 
a bit of graphite.

REED: Ink is applied to 
it and is also used to 
mark the pattern on 

the warp.

Comb: To guide 
the threads to make 

the tapestry.

Now I see 
it clearly.
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How beautiful! 
It's like painting 

with threads.

Hurrraaa! 
I've got secret 
number four! 

And 
how long does it 
take to weave a 

tapestry?

Different coloured threads are combined on 
a bobbin to create a variety of shades. Each bobbin 
should be loaded with a corresponding colour 
from the tapestry.

The bright sections are typically crafted using silk 
threads due to the shining nature of silk. And the 
other dark colours are typically woven with wool.

This is the fourth 
secret, Lisa. Tapestry weavers 

are artists!

It depends 
on the size. It can take 

up to 8 months or even 
years if the tapestry is 

big and has intricate 
designs.
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Lisa, after observing, weaves in her 
head how to make a tapestry...

To weave a tapestry, you 
need to do the following:

1. The artist makes a cartoon.

2. The cartoon’s weaving pattern 
needs to be drawn on a piece of paper.

3. Transfer the weaving pattern to 
the warp threads with a piece of graphite.
4. Dye the balls of wool and the silk.

5. On the spinning wheel, load up the 
needles with the dyed wool so you 
can use them to weave the tapestry.

6. Start weaving the tapestry. 
Normally, there is more than one 

person weaving a tapestry at a time 
because they take a long time.

7. Sew hooks onto the tapestry 
so it can hang up.

Let’s go! 
Quick, before 
they catch us!
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Uff, 
Lisa! This is an 

impossible 
task...

And why do you 
need an umbrella if 
it is not raining?

Lisa continues her journey 
around the tapestry world...

DID YOU KNOW THAT... ? 
There are no weavers in 
the Royal Factory who 
are left-handed. Because 
of the way of working, 
a left-handed individual 
learns to weave with 
their right hand.

Ohhh! 
What a beautiful outfit, 
you’ve got. Could I have 

one just like that? I think 
I could sew something 

like that myself!

Ahh, I suppose 
you know the secret 

to it, right?

Ah, that is how 
beautiful you are. 
I’ll tell my mum. 
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Lisa is exhausted from the demanding 
workload. She lies down on a delightful 
plush carpet and drifts off to sleep. She 
dreams that she is a woman of her time...

Uuaaahh! 
So tired...

ZZZZZZ

Ahh, 
this one is very soft 

and squishy.
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Two types of 
knots are used here: 

Spanish and 
Turkish.

Weaving a carpet 
resembles creating a mosaic. 

The fabric is woven using 
wool yarn.

COMB: To beat the 
threads to make the 
carpet dense.

CACHE: With ink on one 
side, mark the pattern 
onto the warp.

SCISSORS: They have a 
square tip suitable for 
cutting wool.
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So, a carpet 
should be made according 
to the following steps:

1.
An artist designs the carpet pattern.

2.
The loom is warped up.

3.
The weaving pattern needs to be draw on a 

piece of paper.
4.

The tracing is transferred to the warp
5. 

The wool is dyed for the colours of the carpet.
6. 

Weaving begins with the knot technique.
7.

Cut the wool so that all the threads 
are the same.

Lisa has a good memory of how 
to make a carpet...
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The Royal 
Factory makes carpets 
that can be as big as 

140m2.

Like the pool in 
your building.
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Nooo, Lisa! 
A coat of arms is akin to 
a patchwork of materials, 

carefully layered and 
embellished with stitching and 
trimmings symbolising a specific 

coat of arms or heraldic 
design.

Lisa, a duchess in her dream, is going 
to get great privilege from the king...

He's going 
to provide me 

with a pastry chef 
to create a limitless 

supply of 
confectionery 

delights.

And 
as the esteemed 

duchess that you are, 
you shall have your 
own coat of arms!
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Wow, 
it's huge!

Lisa, it's time to let 
you in on the seventh 
secret: It takes four 
months for the weavers 

to sew one coat 
of arms.

Look, there is a 
big coat of arms close 

to the Congress of 
Deputies in Spain.
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UUAAAAAHH!

A lion from a 
coat of arms 
wakes Lisa up...

Lisa, 
wake up from 

your sweet slumber. 
You have learnt a lot 

and the final test 
is coming.

Yes, 
Ha, ha, ha! Now, 

I see. Now you need 
to uncover the final 
secret of the Royal 

Tapestry Factory.
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On the tapestries. 
Characters always tell 

a story. I represent 
love for children.

Lisa arrives at a 
stunning location 
abundant with 
animals and plants...
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I symbolise 
faithfulness and 

loyalty. Being honest 
with yourself and 
others is a crucial 

trait. 
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Oh, 
thank you, 

precious 
greyhound!

And I am faithful, 
just like a swallow. And 

because I want to be honest 
with you, I will reveal the 
last secret so that you 

can go home.
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Lisa strokes 
the greyhound 
to show her 
thanks, and 
then something 
unexpected 
happens...

Incredible! 
I’m back. And 
I have learnt 

so much! 

lisaaa!!!
Where 

were you??!!
It has 

been a great 
journey into 

the art of 
tapestry 
weaving.
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Let’s see how 
much you have learnt. 

Print out the comic 
and do the activities.

How cool 
is that?
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Write down in the correct order the secrets that Lisa discovers:

Tapestries have lasted up to now because they are crafted in the 
same way as 300 years ago and are highly prized artistic pieces.

The Royal Tapestry Factory is home to one of the most important 
collections in the world.

It takes four months for the weavers to sew one coat of arms.

The dye recipes were kept confidential as obtaining vibrant and 
long-lasting colours was quite challenging.

The Royal Factory makes carpets that can be as big as 140m2.

The game blind man’s buffalo is also called Marco Polo.

It takes 10 years for weavers to learn their trade.

Tapestry weavers are artists.

1 º

Link each drawing to its name:

Spinning wheel

Warp

Needle

Comb

Scissors

Wool

Loom

Weaver

Graphite

Reed

30



Squint and find the skull with eyes on the dog's body in this Goya 
tapestry named "El Cacharrero".

What story do you want Pérez Villalta's tapestry "los 
emblemas del amor" to tell?
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32

Use colours. 
The prettier the better!
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Design a tapestry to put on the wall of your room.



34

Design a rug you would like to put in your room. 
You can choose a round, square or rectangular shape.



35

Design a coat of arms that can also be used 
as a banner or a flag.



You can visit us at:
Calle Fuenterrabía, 2. 28014 Madrid 
or at www.realfabricadetapices.com

Comic created by www.lemocreativos.com 
for the Royal Tapestry Factory

creativos


